MARKET REPORT

NEW TV RULES
TIGHTEN COMPLIANCE

The revised 2026 telecom rules introduce graded civil
penalties and stronger 1PTV obligations while easing
several provisionsfrom the June consultation draft. The
government has opened the revised framework for

another round of stakeholder comments until October 2.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has
substantially expanded its proposed regulatory framework
for television and radio, with the September 2026 version
running to 76 pages compared with 43 pages in the June
draft.

The revised Telecommunications (Television, Radio
and Associated Services) Rules, 2026 retain the basic
architecture of the earlier proposal while adding a more
detailed compliance and enforcement framework. The most
significant addition is Schedul e 4, which categorises civil-
penalty violations as non-severe,
minor, moderate or mgjor, depending
on the nature and recurrence of the
breach.
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The listed violations include
failures involving shareholding or
FDI disclosures, key managerial
personnel, channel branding,
prolonged shutdowns, live-event
registration, uplinking, unauthorised
channels, platform registration and
financial reporting.

Therevised rules also modify the renewal provision.
The earlier draft linked renewal restrictions to more than
five breaches, while the September version specifies that
such breaches must have been adjudicated.

IPTV faces additional obligations. Providers must
retransmit only authorised channels and implement digital
rights management with conditional-access functionality
to help prevent television-channel piracy.

The revised rules additionally reference compliance
with the Rights of Personswith DisabilitiesAct, introduce
broader disclosure requirements concerning foreign
personnel and alter the public-interest programming
requirement for private radio.

Stakeholders have until October 2 to submit
comments, leaving scope for further changes before the
rulesarefinalised.m
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